LESSON XXXVIII                             183

quali regioni governava? 14. Ultalia Meridionale e la
Sicilia da ehi erano tirannizzate ? 15. Come ehiamd
Gladstone il governo del Borboni? 16. Qual era la eapitale
del Borboni? 17. Qur e nazione doveron gi* Italian! eon-
^iderare come loro nenrca? 18. Che eosa fe F Austria oggi?

LESSON  XXXVIII
129.                  The Absolute Superlative
1*           maa gentilfssima signora a very kind lady
un amico molto devsto    a most devoted friend
nil mare calmo calmo     a very calm sea,
The absolute superlative is formed in one of the following
ways;
(a) By adding -fssimo to the adjective after its last vowel
has been dropped. Note, however, that some adjectives,
in adding this suffix, undergo an orthographic change:
ricco, ricchzssimo.
(fe) By placing before the adjective some qualifying ad-
verb, such as molfo, very, assai, quite> immensamente, im*
mensely, estremamente, extremely, etc.
(c) By repeating the adjective, a rare usage.
2.            acre                sour                  accrrinao
cdebre            celebrated          celeberrbno
Integra            righteous            iutegcmmo
misero            wretched            mis-finimo
saiubre           healthful            saluberrimo
The adjectives listed above have aa absolute superlative
in -errimo.
#
130.                   Comparison of Adverbs
The comparison of adverbs is made exactly like that of
adjectives. The suffix -mente is added to a superlative